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You, both the speakers, have spoken of me in terms, which
if I believed to be true of myself, I do not know where I would
be. But I know my place. I am a humble servant of India, and
in trying to serve India, I serve humanity at large. I discovered
in my early days that the service of India is not inconsistent
with the service of humanity. As I grew older in years, and I
hope also in wisdom, I saw that the discovery was well made,
and after nearly 50 years o:fpublic life, I am able to say today
that my faith in the doctrine, that the service of one's nation
is not inconsistent with the service of the world, has grown.
It is a good doctrine. Its acceptance alone will ease the situa-
tion in the world and stop the mutual jealousies between
nations inhabiting this globe of ours. You have said truly that,
in taking up this war against untouchability, I have not con-
fined myself to Hinduism. I have said more than once that, if
untouchability is removed in its fulness from the Hindu heart,
it will have far-reaching consequences, inasmuch as. it touches
millions of human beings. As I said last night to the great meet-
ing in Nagpur, if untouchability is really removed from the
Hindu heart, that is, if the high-caste Hindus purge themselves
of this terrible taint, we shall soon discover that we are all one
and not different peoples, Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis,
whatever we may call ourselves. We shall feel the unity, once
the barrier of untouchability is removed. As I have often said,
untouchability is a hydraheaded monster, appearing in many
shapes. Some of them are very subtle. If I have jealousy for
any human being, that also is a species of untouchability. I do
not know if my dream about the removal of untouchability will
be fully realized while I am living. All those who are religiously
inclined, those who believe not in formal religion but in the
essence of religion, cannot but believe in the removal of a subtle
type of untouchability that affects the lives of a vast mass of
humanity. If Hindu hearts can *be purged of this evil, our eyes
of understanding will be more and more opened. It is not possi-
ble to estimate the gain to humanity when untouchability is
really removed. You can now have no difficulty in understand-
ing why I have staked my life for this one thing.
If you, the students who have assembled here, have follow-
ed me so far and understood the implications of this mission
of mine, you will soon extend the help I want from you. Many